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PREFACE. 

Year  by  year  information  is  compiled  locally  giving  facts  and  figures 
relative  to  the  health  of  the  community  aud  referring  to  any  new  schemes 
which  have  been  formulated  with  a view  to  providing  living  conditions 
the  most  likely  to  afford  the  individual  a longer  vigorous  life.  Every  five 
years  a survey  of  the  position  is  afforded  to  enable  the  public  to  frame  in 
their  own  minds  a picture  portraying  the  trend  of  events  which  have  come 
to  light  over  that  period.  To  the  trained  statistician  in  the  medical 
world  there  is  available  also  other  literature  covering  the  centuries,  and 
from  which  a much  wider  panorama  of  the  subject  can  be  viewed — thereby 
enabling  a picture  of  greater  detail  to  be  painted. 

The  medicine  man”  of  ancient  times  held  sway  for  as  long  as 
scientific  means  were  inexistent  to  disprove  his  cult.  The  folk  lore  so 
common  in  medieval  times  now  lingers  only  in  the  remotest  parts  where 
educational  progress  has  not  completely  banished  superstition.  Prophecy 
such  as  this  can  only  be  founded  on  chance. 

The  family  doctor  of  modern  times  along  with  his  associates  in  his 
profession  can  indicate  to  his  patient  the  probable  duration  of  his  malady 
or  even  of  life  itself.  This  he  bases  upon  his  scientific  knowledge  and  the 
experience  he  himself  has  gained  from  similar  cases,  and  more  often  than 
not  his  judgment  is  found  to  be  correct  in  the  case  of  the  individual  under 
his  care.  With  the  rise  in  the  standards  of  education  in  general  among 
the  popnlation  at  large,  there  has  grown  a desire,  even  often  amounting 
to  a demand  by  the  average  citizen  from  his  medical  adviser  for  better 
facilities  to  be  afforded  for  his  personal  speedy  return  to  normal  health. 
For  the  eradication  of  any  weakness  in  the  services  provided  in  the  field 
of  communal  health,  including  his  environment,  his  increased  knowledge 
of  social  hygiene  is  evidenced  by  his  criticism  in  the  press  or  by  bringing 
his  views  before  those  who  are  qualified  to  investigate  their  authenticity. 

Thus,  it  is  evident  that  propaganda  methods  now  in  use  are  having 
the  desired  effect  in  the  patient  i.e.,  of  assisting  the  official  in  his  duties 
and  co-operating  with  his  medical  attendant  w’ith  benefit  not  only  to  him- 
self but  to  the  community  as  a whole.  The  citizen  is  therefore  no  longer 
mystified  by  modern  recoveries  from  his  ills:  miraculous  achievments  are 
not  so  bewildering  to  him  and  he  seeks  good  health  intellectually. 

Whether  the  base  line  be  termed  “normal”  or  whether  some  other 
yard  stick  be  used  as  a measure,  health  can  be  calibrated  for  general 
purposes  into  negative,  normal,  or  positive  health.  To  consider  oneself 
as  being  normal  in  this  respect  may  give  contentment.  Bat  this  is  today 
not  sufficient;  endeavour  should  be  made  to  build  up  resistance  to  forestall 
disease  processes  by  every  known'  means.  The  care  now  given  to  the 
piospective  mother,  the  protection  afforded  to  her  apparently  normal 
child  against  infective  processes,  the  regular  use  by  mass  radiography  to 
reveal  the  seeds  of  tuberculosis  and  other  insiduous  disease,  the  adequacy 
of  vitamim  factors  and  the  cleanliness  in  diet,  are  but  a few  of  the  products 
of  a harvest  now  available  to  enable  man  to  enjoy  positive  health  and  so 
become  an  active  resister  to  disease. 

To  make  comparisons  between  the  present  and  the  past  is  no  difficult 
task  for  those  who  have  access  to  the  facts.  To  forecast  the  future  how- 
ever requires  application  of  the  knowledge  already  gained,  to  which  must 
be  added  a certain  degree  of  conjecture  based  upon  past  results  and  present 
trends.  The  prognostic  acumen  used  by  the  family  practitioner  in  the  case 
of  the  individual  patient,  and  the  enhanced  expectation  of  longer  life  of 
the  community  brought  about  through  improvements  in  social  medicine, 
have  been  created  by  the  application  of  a high  degree  of  scientific  skill.  So 
long  as  science  can  be  harnessed  in  a way  that  its  use  is  put  only  to  improve 
and  not  to  destroy  life,  the  future  prospects  of  man  finally  overcoming  his 
chief  enemy  appear  eminently  greater  than  in  any  previous  decade. 

August,  1952.  F.  W.  C.  BROWN. 
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SECTION  1. 

GENERAL  STATISTICS. 


Area  (in  acres)  •••  •••  

Population  (Census,)  1951  provisional  

Population  (Registrar-General’s  Estimate  tor  1951) 
Number  of  Inhabited  Houses  as  at  31st  December,  1951 


4,195 

31,498 

31,330 

10,718 


EXTRACTS  FROM  VITAL  STATISTICS  OF  THE  YEAR. 

BIRTHS  REGISTERED. 


Legitimate  

...  Males 

208  Females  218  Total 

421 

Illegitimate  

...  Males 

6 Females 

9 Total 

15 

Birth  Rate  : 

Hyde  13.9 

England  & Wales 

15.6 

436 

STILLBIRTHS. 

Legitimate  

...  Males 

6 Females 

6 Total 

12 

Illegitimate  

...  Males 

1 Females 

Total 

1 

13 

BIRTH8. 

The  number  of  births  registered  during  1951  was  436,  being 
the  lowest  number  in  the  previous  five  years  average  of  536. 

The  birth  rate,  i.e.,  the  total  births  related  to  the  total  popula- 
tion for  1951,  was  13.9,  compared  with  the  average  of  17.2  for  the 
previous  five  years. 

LOCATION  OF  BIRTHS  AND  STILL-BIRTHS  NOTIFIED. 

The  following  table  indicates  where  infants  have  been  born  and 
is  of  particular  interest  by  revealing  how  the  numbers  have  been 
modified  by  the  National  Health  Service  Act,  which  came  into 
operation  in  mid-1948. 


No.  born  in  Year  1947  1948  1949  1950  1951 


(a)  Dwelling  Houses 

256 

% 

36 

207 

% 

36 

123 

% 

25 

128 

o/o 

28 

102 

% 

23 

(b)  Mater.  Homes  ... 

247 

36 

233 

42 

227 

47 

214 

46 

246 

54 

(c)  Hospitals  

207 

28 

133 

22 

132 

28 

122 

26 

102 

23 

<d)  Totals  of  (b)  & (c) 

454 

64 

366 

64 

359 

75 

336 

72 

348 

77 

Comparison  between  the  figures  in  (a)  and  (d)  reveals  the 
trend  for  lying-in  women  to  enter  Maternity  institutions  in 
preference  to  remaining  in  their  homes. 
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DEATH8. 

The  number  ot  infants  who  died  under  the  age  ot  twelve 
months  was  16,  revealing  an  Infant  Mortality  Bate  of  36.7  per 
1000  births,  and  compared  with  an  average  figure  for  the  previous 
five  years  of  41.4 

Of  these  16  deaths,  10  died  during  the  first  week  of  life.  Table 
2reveals  the  actual  causes  of  deaths  of  infants. 

In  addition,  13  infants  were  stillborn,  i.e.  3%  of  the  total 
pregnancies. 

The  total  number  of  deaths  at  all  ages  registered  was  489 
giving  a death  rate  of  15.6  per  1000  of  the  population  ascompared 
with  the  average  figures  for  the  previous  five  years  of  14.8. 

The  highest  proportion  of  the  cases  is  accouuted  for  by  Diseases 
of  the  Heart  and  Blood  Vessels  (53%),  Cancer  (14%>),  Disease  of 
theRespiratory  Organs  (l2°/o).  (Vide  Tablel). 

Approximately  two-thirds  of  the  deaths  occurred  in  persons 
over  pensionable  age  - the  actual  figures  being 

Deaths  under  65  years  of  age  30.3% 

„ beween  65  & 75  „ 31.9  „ 

* „ 75  & 84  30.9  „ 

» over  85  „ „ 6.9  ,, 

DEATHS  REGISTERED. 

Males  234  Females  255  Total  489. 

Death  Rate  : Hyde  15.6.  England  & Wales  12.5. 

TABLE  1.— REGISTRAR  GENERAL’S  RETURN. 


Cause  of  Death. 

Influenza  

• • • 

Males 

11 

Females 

11 

To  ta 
22 

Acute  Poliomyelitis  

• • • • • • 

• • • 

— 

— 

Cerebro-Spinal  Fever  

« • • • • • 

• • • 

— 

— 

— 

Tuberculosis  of  Respiratory  System  ... 

• • • 

8 

2 

10 

Tuberculosis  (other  forms)  ... 

• • • • • • 

• • • 

— 

2 

2 

Measles 

• • • • • • 

• • • 

1 

— 

1 

Whooping  Cough  

• • • • • • 

• • • 

— 

1 

1 

Cancer — Malignant  Disease... 

• • • • • 9 

33 

35 

68 

Diabetes  ... 

• • • • • • 

— 

1 

1 

Cerebral  Haemorrhage,  etc.  ... 

• • • • • • 

• • • 

33 

38 

71 

Heart  Disease  

• • * • • • 

• • • 

58 

71 

129 

Other  Heart  Diseases  (Angina) 

• • • • • • 

• • • 

27 

13 

40 

Other  Circulatory  Diseases  ... 

• • • • • • 

• • • 

7 

12 

19 

Bronchitis  

• • « • * * 

17 

14 

31 

Pneumonia  (all  forms)  

• • • • • • 

8 

7 

15 

Other  Respiratory  Diseases  ... 

• • • • • • 

• • • 

1 

— 

1 

Peptic  Ulcer  

• • • • • • 

— 

1 

1 

Enteritis,  etc 

• • • • • • 

• • • 

— 

— 

— 

Acute  and  Chronic  Nephritis 

• « • « • • 

1 

2 

3 

Maternal  Causes  

• « • • • • 

— 

1 

1 

Suicido  • ••  •••  •••  • . * , ,, 

• • • • • • 

1 

— 

1 

Motor  Accidents  

• • • • • • 

— - 

— 

_ 

Other  Accidents 

• • • • • • 

2 

4 

6 

Other  defined  Diseases  

• • • • • • 

• • • 

26 

40 

66 

All  Causes  

• • • • • • 

• • • 

234 

255 

489 
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This  column  includes  all  deaths  in  preceding  columns. 


SECTION  II. 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 

Scarlet  Fever  accounted  for  90  cases,  chiefly  among  school 
age  children,  and  of  whom  approximately  two-thirds  were  isolated 
in  hospital.  This  rather  unusually  high  number  of  cases  formed 
the  termination  of  a somewhat  prolonged  epidemic]which  commenced 
during  the  latter  months  of  the  year  1948,  and  continued  during  the 
last  three  years  in  unusually  high  numbers,  causing  only  a mild 
degree  of  illness  among  those  attacked. 

In  respect  to  numbers,  no  epidemic  of  a comparable  extent  has 
occured  for  twenty  year. 

The  inadequate  provision  of  hospital  beds  for  infective  cases  of 
this  nature  is  now  manifest  since,  by  the  introduction  of  the 
National  Health  Service,  a large  proportion  of  such  beds  have  been 
re-allotted  to  other  types  of  patient,  i.e.  Chronic  Sick.  Whereas  in 
most  rural  and  residential  areas,  home  isolationc  an  be  considered  a 
reasonably  safe  method  of  segregation,  this  is  not  so  in  the  densely 
populated  industrial  districts.  Experience  has  shown  that  in  Hyde 
when,  prior  to  nationalisation,  the  majority  of  cases  were  admitted 
to  the  hospital  administered  by  the  Local  Authority,  the  annual 
numbes  of  cases  were  few  in  comparisou.  Home  isolation  can  only 
be  imperfectly  attempted  in  the  usual  type  of  working  class  house 
and  cannot  be  compared  favourably  with  hospital  isolation.  When 
the  child  nursed  at  home  has  reached  the  stage  of  feeling  well  after 
a few  days  of  initial  illness,  it  is  well  nigh  impossible  to  expect 
him  or  his  parents  to  continue  his  solitary  confinement  in  a room 
by  himself  for  3 weeks  or  more.  The  result  must  be  obvious,  and 
to  provide  sufficient  visits  by  supervising  members  of  the  staff  of 
the  department  would  be  impossible- 

This  disease  is,  in  its  present  form,  of  little  consequence  as  a 
cause  of  permanent  invalidity  aud  has  more  of  a nuisance  value  by 
the  necessity  of  a wage-earning  parent  having  to  provide  the  nursiu^ 
attention  throughout  the  segregation  period,  and  the  loss  to  the  child  o 
sohool  attendance.  The  present  fashion  of  encouraging  home  isolation 
for  reasons  that  hospital  isolation  is  unnecessary  or  ineffective  in 
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preventing  epidemics  may  yet  in  course  of  time  require  revision  and  the 
pendulum  swing  in  the  previous  direction,  i.e.  towards  hospitalisation, 
whether  the  administrative  control  be  continued  by  the  Hospital 
Boards  or  reverts  to  the  Local  Health  Authorities  with  whom  rests 
the  responsibility  for  the  prevention  of  disease  in  general. 

DIPHTHERIA  cases  have  been  non-existent  for  five  years,  due 
almost  entirely  to  the  now  commonly-known  practice  of 
immunisation  carried  out  mainly  by  staff  in  the  department  and 
by  family  practitioners — 403  new  cases  having  been  protected, 
and  461  reinforcing  treatments  having  been  given  to  others  during 
the  year. 

WHOOPING  COUGH,  along  with  Diphtheria,  soon  may  well 
be  relegated  to  those  diseases  for  which  preventive  medicine  is  the 
mainstay  in  the  progress  towards  their  extinction  as  troublesome 
diseases  of  childhood.  Thirty-nine  cases,  one  of  which  terminated 
fatally,  were  recorded.  Protection  was  given  to  139  children, 
either  against  this  disease  alone,  or  in  a form  combined  with 
diphtheria  protection. 

MEASLES  was  prevalent  in  epidemic  form  as  is  usual  in  its 

occurrence  every  two  to  three  years.  The  number  of  cases  recorded 
was  675,  there  being  one  death  due  to  this  cause. 

POLIOMYELITIS  (Infantile  Paralysis). 

Although  this  condition  has  been  prevalent  thronghout  the 
country,  there  have  been  no  cases  recorded  in  Hyde  during  1951 
but  this  must  not  give  rise  to  a sense  of  false  security  especially  in 
the  light  of  the  lack  of  knowledge  as  to  its  mode  of  spread  and 
satisfactory  treatment. 

TABLE  3. 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASE8,  1046-1951. 

Year  1947  1948  1949  1950  1951 


Scarlet  Fever 39  41  139  113  90 

Diphtheria  — — ~ — — 

Measles 272  (4)  121  337  43  675  (1) 

Whooping  Cough  16  83  (2)  52  (1)  106  (1)  39  (1) 

Poliomyelitis 2 — — 3 — 

Tuberculosis  of  Lungs 23  (14)  19  (16)  29  (11)  23  (12)  18  (10) 


Tuberculosis  of  other  sites  10  (2)  9 (2)  7 (2)  8 (-)  3 (2) 

(Figures  in  parenthesis  indicate  deaths). 
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TABLE  4. 

CASES  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  NOTIFIED  DURING  THE  YEAR  1951. 
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Note  :— Figures  shown  thus  ( ) indicate  cases  among  immunised  children 
included  in  the  total. 


TUBERCULOSIS. 

The  number  of  persons  on  the  register  on  31st  December,  1951 
who  suffer  from  Tuberculosis  (a)  of  the  lungs  is  124  and  (b)  of  other 
parts  of  the  body  is  39 — total  163. 

New  cases  recorded  during  the  year  included  18  with  disease 
in  the  lungs  and  3 with  the  focus  in  the  other  sites.  The  deaths 
due  to  this  disease  numbered  12,  not  necessarilly  all  occurring  in 
recorded  cases- 

The  response  given  by  the  Corporation  in  affording  special 
consideration  to  suitable  tubercular  families  who  make  application 
for  rehousing  purposes  must  be  commended.  Eleven  such  families 
were  rehoused  upon  grounds  of  ill-health  due  to  this  disease  during 
1951. 

Additional  comments  upon  the  prevention  of  spread  of  this 
condition  are  recorded  in  page  34. 

Meanwhile  the  complete  eradication  of  this  preventive  disease 
should  be  the  aim  of  every  public  spirited  citizen  and  of  the  officials 
in  whose  sphere  measures  for  the  eradication  of  disease  falls 
directly  or  indirectly. 
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SECTION  III. 

SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  IN  THE  AREA. 

Water  8upply. 

Domestic  water  is  supplied  by  the  Manchester  Corporation 
(Woodhead  Supply)  and  by  the  Ashton  Corporation.  Both  are 
moderately  soft  waters  and  treated  for  purity  at  the  source,  but  the 
former  water  frequently  has  a peaty  discolouration.  Five  service 
reservoirs  are  used,  none  of  which  is  covered.  Two  are  of  old  stone 
pitched  construction,  one  (Arnold  Hill)  being  structurally  defective 
and  surrounded  by  a fringe  of  urban  development.  In  recent  years 
considerable  expense  has  been  incurred  in  remedying  known  sources 
of  pollution  of  the  water  in  Arnold  Hill,  and  the  water  has  been 
re-chlorinated  but,  despite  this,  the  analysis  of  samples  reveals  that 
intermittent  contamination  is  taking  place. 

The  Council  is  considering  the  future  water  supply  of  the 
whole  borough,  and  Arnold  Hill  reservoir  will  probably  be  trans- 
ferred to  industrial  supply.  A scheme  is  also  being  submitted  for 
taking  supplies  to  a high  level  area  having  some  50  properties  at 
present  not  supplied  by  mains. 

A local  supply  for  industrial  purposes  is  filtered,  but  is  unfit 
for  domestic  use. 

The  total  daily  consumption  is  1.20  million  gallons,  or  37.2 
gallons  per  head,  of  which  0.59  million  gallons  or  18.5  gallons  per 
head  is  the  domestic  consumption. 

The  water  is  supplied  through  approximately  60  miles  of  mains, 
many  of  which  are  old  and  in  need  of  cleaning  and  renewal. 

Corporation  piped  water  supplies  10,636  dwellings  in  the 
Borough.  Wells  and  springs  are  the  source  of  supply  to  120  farms 
and  dwellings  on  the  outskirts  of  the  town  and  which  cannot  be 
considered  satisfactory. 

List  of  Samples  taken  from  the  Pipe  Supplies  in  the  Borough. 

Number  of  Coliform  Organisms  found  per  100  cc.  water  in  Sample* 

taken  from  Beservoirs  or  House  Taps. 


1 

Date 

Arnold 

Hill 

Hillside 

Werneth 

Pudding 

Lane 

Newton 

7.2.51 

0 

0 

0 

0 

(ID 

27.2.51 

(3) 

• • • 

• • • 

• « • 

29.3.51 

(1) 

• • • 

• • • 

... 

0 

12.6.51 

• •• 

• • • 

• • • 

0 

• • • 

19.6.51 

35 

35 

1 

... 

0 

18.7.61 

2 

• • • 

• • • 

... 

• • • 

18.7.51 

(0) 

• • • 

« • • 

... 

• • • 

9.10.51 

180 

2 

25 

1 

1 

9.10.51 

(5) 

• • • 

• • • 

• • • 

28.12.51 

0 

0 

• • • 

• • • 

• • • 
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Note  1— In  all  cases  where  a number  appears,  the  sample  was  considered 

as  unsatisfactory  for  domestic  supply. 

Note  2 ( ) indicates  that  sample  was  taken  from  taps  in  houses  supplied 

from  the  reservoir  indicated. 

Of  23  samples  examined,  only  10  were  found  to  be  highly 
satisfactory  for  a clorinated  supply  and  to  be  considered  as  Class  1., 
i.e.  contain  no  suspicion  of  animal  contamination.  Of  9 samples 
obtained  from  Arnold  Hill  Reservoir  supply,  only  3 were  of  Class  1 
purity.  ^ The  frequency  in  which  the  Arnold  Hill  supply  has  been 
lepoiteci  as  unsatisfactory  must  give  rise  to  concern,  and  discon- 
tinuance of  the  reservoir  for  domestic  supply  accelerated. 

17  samples  were  also  taken  from  wells  and  springs,  of  which  7 
were  unsatisfactory. 

Water  supplied  to  the  Public  Swimming  Bath  is  also  regularly 
examined,^  During  the  year,  4 samples  of  this  water  were  examined, 
all  of  which  were  satisfactory, 


Closet  Accommodation. 


The  number  of  premises  fitted  with  closets  of  the  various  types 
at  the  end  of  1951  was  approximately-  — 


W.C.’s  hand 

flushed  and  Chemi  cal 

waste  water.  Privies.  Pails.  Close  ts. 

4957  ...  12  ...  108  8 

To  encourage  the  conversion  of  slop-closets  to  cistern-flushed 
W.C.  s,  the  Council  provided  for  a grant  of  £5  to  be  paid  for  each 
conversion  in  approved  cases.  Payment  of  these  grants  commenced 
on  April  1st,  1948,  and  50  grants  have  been  provided  for  in  each 
financial  year  since,  for  all  of  wThich  application  has  been  approved. 


W.C.’s  with 
cistern  flush. 

6317 


Receptacles  in  use. 


The  number  affecting  the  work  of  this  department  is  made  up 
as  follows  ‘ — 

Pail  Privy 

Ashbins.  Ashpits.  Closets.  Middens.  Cesspools. 

11615  ...  Nil  ...  114  ...  12  ...  32 


Sanitary  Inspection  of  the  Area. 

The  following  tabular  statement  has  been  prepared  in  accord- 
ance with  Article  27  of  the  Sanitary  Officers  (Outside  London) 
Regulations,  1935,  and  contains  information  as  to  : — 


(a)  The  number  and  nature  of  inspections  made  during  the  year. 

(b)  The  number  of  notices  served  during  the  year,  distinguishing 
statutory  from  informal  notices. 

(c)  The  results  of  the  service  of  such  notices. 


15 


w 

fig 

iy 

GO 

s 

&*j 

o 

IU 


C9 

z 

© 

UJ 

fig 

HI 

> 

u 

s 

H 

flg 

o 

Ik 

*o 

z 

© 

p 

o 

Ul 

CL 

CO 


»• 

fig 

< 

H 

Z 

< 

to 

Is. 

© 


uj 

< 

!— 

co 

• 

m 

M 

m 

< 


at 

«.a 

® T3 

-S  a 

■*»  <« 

O *3 

fc.3 

o 


. CO 


: O 
: C* 


CO 


CO 
1 22 
3 

CO 

a> 

Ph 


.a  2 
o 

*£33  £ 
^ c3  ^ 

t3  o ^ 

,2ft3 

'3.5'° 

ao.g 

O 

0-0 


: 00 


CO 


5m 

r o 


£ 

Td  S 

a * 

0.0 

|i 


: CO 

CO 


:CO^ 

05 


: to 


: CO 


00 

m 


'P 

> 

M 

<D 

CO 

CO 

0) 

0 

Statutory 

I>  : O 

■43 

0 

«+H 

S3 

0 

g 

.in  co  0 

: pH 

6 

O 

P 

HH 

t- 

rfi 


: CQ 


: m 


05 


02 

-O 

a 

p 


^£moS3Sh®hhhh®>ji2  cqt-oo  oo  id  t-  th  t-  m ^ c~  rr  cq  t-  to  co  rH  c-  (£ 
dso-^  <c  ^ t~  1-1  ” 


C3  i 


rH  rH  H H H 


GO  05 


in 

o 

m 

a? 


<D 

M 

+3 

cS 

fZ5 


• H 

O M 

C3  o 
o 

&=c 

§H 

r<  t_ 

M® 

00  P 

§1 

00 

_ 2 

'd  o 
®M  05 
-d  ri  4J 

M H*55 

o ® *jh 
O rt  > 
® 43  ® 

sort 


w 


OD 

® 

bfi 

s3 

OQ 

00 

c4 

Ph 


• co 

• 43 


X) 

a 

cfl 
m 
'd 

M eo 
cS  43 
® 


^2 

|‘3 

OfL 


a) 

«S 

a 

a 

H 

«<-i 

o 

&D 

a 


p<.„ 

CO 

H- 

d£ 

»«  « 

O 02  Q>  . 

“?§  9-S  S 

5 as 

jig  3 

P*  OQ 


® * •’H  i-J  r/5 

i:lSl« 

a § ss*&  ® 

oH  'SEh^dg 

— CO 


:a 


OQ 

s 

a s 

c« 

02 

3 ® 


sa 

* ® 

oCL 

oo^  a 

•ji  ^ ® 
fr-  -C  u 

® Mn 
CD  d^ 

•S?^  g TO  ■*■>  CO 

Pmodm  WOh 


dJ 
® 

-g  -2 
® M 
® d 

H ® 

■+3 
+3  00 

c4  cS 

IHPh 


• 

s00,, 

«a^ 

® ® a • . 

fl^3  S03 

K >>>3  ® td 

In  »" 

M o *rH  rJ  M 
^ .d  ® o <x> 

^ "o  nd  ac  d 
B’G  as  ® 

H «)  5!  hf  fli 


*H  ■ 

%* 

(Sg 

o 

35 

C3  O ? 


H3 

O 

< 


ll  li 

c3  43  oj  a 

WOE=<S 


a'  ’ ^ 13  t*"‘t  ® 
^ w ^>C  © 

03 -g  ®T3.2 

“IShS 

a pp  Pi  M ® 

3 I -8  g£ 
® S ® 


■gas^ 
s-ga  o| 

55^ 

•r*  •*  wQ 


CO 

s| 

o<; 


M 


W S h 3 h 

°-g  s 

h^OoO! 


r<\  CIJ  CO 

® CO  k-(  - H 

(V)  (P  ,±fl  <D  H 

,H.H  h M O 

M M o *S 
o o S 00  -g 

43  -*3  P 43  o 

o o-g'SS 

^ ^ 5 ir*  c3 


a CO 
a>  — I 
cl)  O 

H 2 H 

00  r-1  © 

a ®» 

.S'|rt  o g 
H ® Td  j2  ® 

S 4r  o d > 
t^OSCLO 


a 
>S 

f3  XJ 

.0  o 


Cj  O ’ _3 

J§‘S  > ro 

U<|  OO 

fl  Ot 

4^  *H  P 

o o a)  *h 
o CO  Ph  Q 

q or  ® ® 

T o3  ® 2 

'^9^55  d C3.13 

®-2  ® o.g  §•§. 


co 

H 

◄ 

H 

O 

H 


16 


TABLE  7. 

0EFECT8  REMEDIED  DURINQ  1951. 


• • • 


• • • • • 


Dwelling-houses. 

Defective  ceiling  construction 

plaster 

floors  

kitchen  ranges,  fireplaces  and  flues 

washboilers 

windows  and  cords 

doors  

staircases  

damp-proof  courses 

sinks  

sink  waste  pipes  ... 
water  supply 

roofs  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 

external  walls  rebuilt 

pointing  and  brickwork  of  walls 

chimneys  

yard  paving  or  walls  

rainwater  pipes  

eavesgutters  

dustbins  and  sanitary  pails... 
drains  reconstructed  or  repaired 
Choked  w.c.'s 
Defective  w.c.  apparatus 
„ w.c.  buildings 

Accumulations  of  refuse  removed 

Miscellaneous  

Shops  Act — Miscellaneous  ... 

Factories. 

Miscellaneous  Nuisances 
Food  Premises 


• • • • • « 


’ • • • I 


i • • • < 


* *4 


> • • » i 


> • • • I 


• •••  • • « » • • • • t 


Washing  facilities... 

Floors,  walls  and  ceilings  

Limewashing 


• • • • • • 


5 

90 

29 
45 

4 

52 

18 

3 

3 

11 

2 

118 

87 

9 

54 

25 

10 

30 
113 
212 

72 

24 

17 

29 

27 

4 

5 


47 


2 

13 

9 


Total  ... 


1169 
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HOUSING  STATISTICS. 


Number  of  New  Houses  Erected  During  the  Year : 

1.  By  the  Local  Authority  90 

2.  By  other  bodies  or  persons  7 


Inspection  of  Dwelling-houses  During  the  Year? 


1. 


2. 


3, 

4. 


(a)  Total  number  of  dwelling-houses  inspected  for 
housing  defects  (under  Public  Health  or 

Housing  Acts)  978 

( b ) Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  ...  2425 


(а)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (included  under  sub- 

head (l)  above)  which  were  inspected  and  re- 
corded under  the  Housing  Consolidated  Regu- 
lations, 1925  and  1932  

(б)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose 

Number  of  dwelling-houses  found  to  be  in  a state  so 
dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit  for 
human  habitation  ...  ...  . . • ...  ...  ...  • • • 
Number  of  dwelling-houses  (exclusive  of  those 
referred  to  under  the  preceeding  sub-head)  found  not 
to  be  in  all  respects  reasonably  fit  for  human  habita- 
tion ...  ...  ...  ...  •••  •••  •••  •••  •••  ••• 


3 

3 


3 
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Remedy  of  Defects  During  the  Year  Without  Service  of  Formal 
Notices  : 

Number  of  defective  dwelling-houses  rendered  fit  in 
consequence  of  informal  action  by  the  Local 
Authority  or  their  officers  267 

Action  Under  Statutory  Powers  During  the  Year : 

(a)  Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts: — 

(1)  Number  of  houses  in  respect  of  which  Notices 

were  served  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 

(2)  Number  of  houses’  in  which  defects  were 
remedied  — 

(a)  By  Owners  4 

(5)  by  Local  Authority  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 


18 


(b)  Proceedings  under  Section  11  of  the  Housing  Aot  of 
1936:— 

(1)  Number  of  houses  in  respect  of  which  Demolition 

Orders  were  made  0 

(2)  Number  of  houses  demolished  in  pursuance  of 

Demolition  Orders  4 

(3)  Number  of  houses  in  respect  of  which  undertakings 

were  accepted 2 


Housing  Act,  1936  (Part  IV.) — Overcrowding  : 


(«)  (I)  Number  of  dwellings  overcrowded  at  end  of 
yeai  • • • •••  •••  •••  « • « 

(II)  Number  of  families  dwelling  therein  

(HI)  Number  of  persons  dwelling  therein  

(b)  Number  of  new  cases  of  overcrowding  reported 
during  the  year  


33 

37 

249 

13 


(c)  (I)  Number  of  cases  of  overcrowding  relieved  during 

the  year  

(II)  Number  of  persons  concerned  in  such  cases 


18 

134 


Defective  Houses, 

1034-42  1Q43  1944  1946  1946  1947  1948  949  I960  1951  Total 

Houses  demolished 

or  finally  closed  377  96--3212  17  7 424 

Houses  or  parts  of 
houses  closed  or 

vacated  53  — — 1 — 11  1 1 67 


Number  of  Persons  Displaced  from  Houses  to  be 
Demolished  or  Closed. 

Persons 

From  Families  M.  F.  Total 

Clearance  Areas  ...  1951  ...  — ...  — — ...  — 

Individual  Houses  ..  1951  ...  4 ...  8 8 ...  16 


Total  since  inception 
programme  in  1934  ... 


of 


518 


822  881  1703 


• • ♦ 
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He- Housing 

I am  indebted  to  Mr.  G.  L.  Simpaon,  Housing  Offioer,  for  the 
following  figures  which  refer  to  the  rehousing  of  families  in  Corp- 
oration houses  in  1951. 

Total  lettings  (including  exchanges  and  transfers) 123 

Tuberculosis  cases  re-housed  11 

Overcrowded  families  re-housed  11 

Families  in  Individual  Unfit  Houses  re-housed  3 

Families  in  Lodgings  re-housed 81 


Disinfection  and  Disinfestation. 


During  the  year,  35  houses  were  disinfected  following  infectious 
disease.  In  addition,  the  following  articles  were  destroyed  at  the 
request  of  their  owners,  following  deaths,  long  illness,  or  for  other 
reasons  •- 


Beds  ...  ...  ...  ... 

Bedsteads  

Mattresses  

Pillows 

Bundles  of  Clothing  ... 


123 

49 

10 

23 

26 


42  houses  were  found  to  be  bug-infested,  and  were  treated  by 
the  Department  with  a liquid  insecticide  containing  D.D.T.  Of 
these,  14  were  Council  houses. 


Treatment  was  also  oarried  out  for  the  eradication  of  other 
insect  pests  from  houses  and  food  premises  including 

Beetles  (cockroaches, etc.) 19 

Fleas  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Golden  Spider-Beetles 3 

Rodent  Control. 


Under  the  Prevention  of  Damage  by  Pests  Act  1949,  the 
Local  Authority  is  responsible  for  inspecting  the  district  to  discover 
rodent  infestations,  and  the  inspection  and  treatment  of  business 
premises,  particularly  food  premises,  occupies  a large  proportion  of 
the  time  of  the  two  rodent  operators. 

In  addition,  much  good  work  has  been  done  in  treating  infesta- 
tions in  private  dwellings  (this  work  being  carried  out  free  of 
charge)  ; in  inspecting  Local  Authority  property  and  treating  where 
necessary;  and  in  carrying  out  two  “maintenance  treatments”  for 
the  destruction  of  rats  in  sewers,  together  with  surface  treatments 
of  the  Sewage  Works. 

The  number  of  premises  found  to  be  infested  during  the  year 
was  250  (81  rats,  1 69  mice).  Of  the  169  infestations  by  mice,  only 
21  could  be  classed  as  “ serious.”  A total  of  311  treatments  was 
carried  out  to  deal  with  these  infestations,  and  the  total  number  of 
visits  made  was  2634, 

The  following  table  gives  details  of  the  work  done:- 


PREVENTION  OF  DAMAGF  BV  PESTS  ACf  1549. 
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It  was  not  found  necessary  to  take  any  proceedings  under  this  Act. 


FACTORIES  ACT,  1937  & 1948. 

1.— INSPECTIONS  for  p urposes  of  provisions  as  to  health  including  iuspections  made  by 
Sanitary  Inspectors) 


Premises 

(1) 

M l<y 

Number 

Number  of 

M/c 

line 

No. 

(2) 

on 

Register 

(3) 

Inspections 

(4) 

Written 

Notices 

(5) 

Occupiers 

Prosecuted 

(0) 

line 

No. 

(7) 

(i)  Factories  in  which 
Sections  1,  2.  3,  4 
and  6 are  to  be 
enforced  by  Local 
Authorities 

1 

65 

62 

2 

1 

(ii)  Factories  not  in- 
cluded in  (i)  in 
which  Section  7 is 
enforced  by  the 
Local  Authority... 

2 

212 

156 

11 

2 

(iii)  Other  Premises  in 
which  Section  7 is 
enforced  by  the 
Local  Authority 
(excluding  out- 
workers’ premises) 

3 

3 

TOTAL  ... 

277 

218 

13 

— 

2. — CASES  IN  WHICH  DEFECTS  WERE  FOUND 


Particulars  ! 

1 

M/c  ! 
line 

Number  of  cases  in  which 
defects  were  found 

Number  of 

cases  in 
which  pro- 

M/c 

(1)  * 

No, 

(2) 

Found 

(3) 

Reme- 

died 

(4) 

Refe 
to  H.M 
Insp’tor 

(5) 

rred 
by  H.M. 

Insp  to*- 

(0) 

ceedingswere 

instituted 

(7) 

line 

No. 

(8) 

Want  of  cleanliness  (S.l) 

4 

3 

3 

— 

1 

— 

4 

Overcrowding  (S.2) 

5 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

5 

Unreasonable  tempera- 
ature  (S.  3) 

6 

— 

— - 

— 



— 

6 

Inadequate  ventilation 
(S.4)  

7 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

7 

Ineffective  drainageof 
floors  (S.6) 

8 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

8 

Sanitary  Conveniences 
(8.7)— 

( a ) Insufficient 

9 

1 

I 

9 

(6)  Unsuitable  or  de- 
fective   

10 

9 

6 

1 

8 

— 

10 

(c)  N ot  separate  for 
sexes 

11 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

11 

Other  offences  againr  f 
the  Act  (not  including 
offences  relating  to 
Outwork)  

12 

12 

TOTAL  ... 

13 

9 

1 

10 

— 

3. — OUTIHTORKERS.  8o  outworkers  were  registered,  all  of  whom  make  wearing  apparel. 

No  offences  against  this  Section  were  reported. 
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INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD. 

In  August  1950,  the  Byelawsfor  the  Handling,  Wrapping  and  Delivery 
of  Food  came  into  operation  in  the  Borough.  The  Council  has  also 
approved  a Code  of  Practice  for  Food  Traders,  in  conjunction  with  the 
Councils  of  eight  neighbouring  Local  Authorities,  in  an  effort  to  obtain 
uniformity  over  a fairly  wide  area. 

Milk  Supply. 

Under  the  Milk  and  Dairies  Regulations  1919  and  the  various  Milk 
(Special  Designations)  Regulations  of  that  year,  118  Milk  Distributors,  and 
14  Dairies  have  been  registered,  and  the  following  licences  issued 

18  dealers’  licences  and  5 supplementary  licences  in  respect  of 
Tuberculin  Tested  milk,  15  dealers’  licences  and  5 supplementary  licences 
in  respect  of  Pasteurised  milk,  and  110  dealers’  licences  and  5 supple- 
mentary licences  for  Sterilised  milk. 

82  samples  of  raw  milk  were  examined  of  which  71  satisfied  the 
Methylene  Blue  Test  and  llwere  unsatisfactory.  18  samples  of  Pasteurised 
milk  were  submitted  to  the  Phosphatase  and  Methylene  Blue  Tests,  15 
being  satisfactory  and  8 unsatisfactory,  and  14  samples  of  Sterilised  milk 
were  submitted  to  the  Turbidity  Test,  all  of  which  were  satisfactory. 
These  samples  were  examined  by  the  Public  Health  Laboratory  at 
Monsall  Hospital,  Manchester.  Sediment  Tests  and  Gerber  Tests  were 
carried  out  on  16  samples  in  the  Department,  15  of  which  satisfied  the  tests, 
1 being  unsatisfactory. 

The  main  object  of  our  milk  sampling  is  the  search  for  Tuberculosis, 
and  the  result  of  this  year’s  work  is  shown  in  the  table  below,  where  it  is 
compared  with  the  results  of  previous  years. 

Tests  by  Inoculation  of  Guinea  Pigs  for  Tubercle  Bacilli. 

Of  the  112  samples  of  Milk  submitted  to  examination,  3,  or- 
2.68  per  cent  were  found  to  contain  Tubercle  Bacilli.  In  all  cases 
where  positive  results  were  obtained  the  appropriate  County  Medi- 
cal Officer  of  Health  was  notified,  the  offending  animal  traced,  if 
possible,  and  destroyed  in  accordance  with  the  Tuberculosis  Order, 
1925. 

The  figures  for  the  past  16  years  are  shown  below  * — 


No.  of 

No.  of  samples 

Percentage 

Year 

samples 

found  to  contain 

containing 

examined 

Tubercle  Bacilli 

Tubercle  Bacilli 

1936 

61 

9 

14.75 

1937 

51 

10 

19.68 

1938 

70 

8 

11.42 

1939 

72 

5 

6.94 

1940 

66 

3 

6.54 

1941 

60 

3 

5.60 

1942 

73 

6 

8.22 

1943 

81 

3 

3.70 

1944 

162 

6 

3.70 

1945 

163 

15 

9.20 

1946 

152 

7 

4.60 

1947 

64 

2 

3.12 

1948 

152 

5 

3.29 

1949 

167 

12 

7.19 

1950 

121 

13 

]0.74 

1951 

112 

3 

2.68 
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IOE  CREAM. 

There  are  6 manufacturers  and  75  vendors  of  Ice  Cream  on 
the  register  of  which  the  premises  of  12  vendors  were  newly 
registered  in  1951.  Of  the  manufacturers,  only  three  manufacture  Ice 
Cream  regularly,  one  makes  it  only  occasionally,  the  remaining  two 
prefer  to  retail  a pre-packed  Ice  Cream  manufactured  elsewhere. 

During  the  year  66  samples  were  tested  by  the  Methylene 
Blue  test,  60  proving  satisfactory  and  6 unsatisfactory.  Of  these, 
41  satisfactory  and  4 unsatisfactory  samples  were  of  Ice  Cream 
manufactured  outside  the  Borough. 

Meat  Inspection. 

No  regular  inspection  of  carcases  is  carried  out  in  the  Borough — that 
consumed  being  inspected  prior  to  entry  at  No.  2 Slaughter  House  in  Stock- 
port  by  inspectors  from  Hyde,  Marple,  Denton,  Audenshaw  andBredbury 
and  Romiley.  The  following  particulars  indicate  the  quantity  of  unsound 
meat  condemned  by  the  Hyde  sanitary  inspectors. 


Disease  or  Condition. 

Tons  cwts. 

qrs. 

lbs. 

Bovine  Tuberculosis 

...  15 

17 

2 

174 

Distimatosis 

16 

0 

18 

Abscesses  

8 

1 

23 

Cavernous  Angioma 

7 

2 

24 

Oedema  

9 

2 

17 

Hydatid  Cysts  

1 

2 

5 

Mastitis 

9 

3 

20 

Cystioercus  Bovis 

5 

0 

0 

Strongyli  Eufescens 

2 

0 

22 

Inflammation 

• • & 

1 

2 

144 

Septic  Metritis  

6 

0 

16 

Actinomycosis  

1 

0 

15 

Cirrhosis  

1 

1 

4 

Unsound- — Canned 

3 

12 

Pleurisy 

• • • 

1 

2 

6 

Miscellaneous  

• • • 

3 

1 

9f 

19 

14 

0 

27J 

Other  Foods- — Canned 

...  2 

2 

2 

14| 

Not  Canned 

...  2 

14 

3 

18i 

Total... 

24 

11 

3 

4f 

24 


CARCASES  INSPECTED  AND  CONDEMNED. 


Cattle  ex- 
cluding 
Gows. 

Gows. 

Calves. 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs. 

Pigs. 

Number  inspected  

785 

737 

234 

3522 

1 

All  Diseases  except 
Tuberculosis  : 

Whole  carcases  condemned  ... 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned  ... 

Percentage  of  number  inspec- 
ted affected  with  disease 
other  than  Tuberculosis  ... 

• • • 

3 

2 

1 

S • 0 

194 

334 

• • • 

212 

• • • 

24.71 

45.73 

0.85 

6.05 

0.00 

Tuberculosis  Only: 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned 

Percentage  of  number  inspec- 
ted affected  with  Tuber- 
culosis   

5 

24 

« • • 

• • • 

• • • 

230 

397 

• • • 

• • • 

• • • 

29.94 

57.12 

• • • 

• « • 

0.00 

Diseases  of  Animals  Acts. 

77  licences  reporting  movement  of  animals  were  received  daring 
the  year  and  the  necessary  visits  of  inspection  made. 

Routine  inspections  were  carried  out  during  the  year,  but  no 
offences  were  recorded. 

Following  a series  of  cases  of  Foot  and  Mouth  Disease  early 
in  the  year  Hyde  was  declared  part  of  a “Controlled  Area”  but  no 
cases  of  the  disease  arose  here. 


Shops  (Hours  of  Closing)  Acts. 

Routine  inspections  were  carried  out  during  the  year,  but  no 
offences  were  recorded. 
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SECTION  IV. 

GENERAL  CURATIVE  8ERVICES  AVAILABLE  FOR  THE  BOROUGH. 
General  Medical  Practitioners. 

Thirteen  General  Practitioners  reside  within  the  Borough  to 
supply  the  requirements  of  the  population  in  the  capacity  of  family 
physicians. 

Local  administration  of  the  General  Medical,  along  with  the 
Dental,  Pharmaceutical  and  Opthalmic  Services  is  provided  by  the 
Executive  Council  for  Cheshire  which  superseded  the  National 
Health  Insurance  Committee  on  the  5th  July,  1918  and  with  whom 
the  Medical  Practitioners  are  under  contract. 

Hospital  and  Specialists’  Services. 

The  Borough  is  situated  within  the  area  which  is  administered 
by  the  Manchester  Regional  Hospital  Board  whose  duty  it  is  to  deal 
with  the  planning  and  maintenance  of  Hospitals,  Public  Health 
Laboratories,  Tuberculosis  and  Blood  Transfusion  Services.  It  is 
also  responsible  for  the  organisation  of  the  Consultant  and  Specialist 
Service  for  patients  attending  Hospitals,  at  the  Local  Health 
Authorities  Clinics,  and,  when  necessary,  in  the  homes  of  the  pat- 
ients- The  local  Hospital  Management  Committee  is  responsible  to 
the  Regional  Hospital  Board  for  the  day-to-day  administration  of 
the  Hyde  Hospital,  the  Aspland  Maternity  Home  and  the  Hyde 
Physiotherapy  Clinic  which,  along  with  all  similar  premises  in 
Ashton  and  Glossop,  constitute  one  group  within  the  region. 

The  facilities  provided  for  the  hospitalisation  of  acute  general 
cases,  and  for  maternity  and  tuberculosis  cases  appear,  on  the  whole, 
to  have  met  the  demand.  The  picture  is,  however,  far  from  good 
for  the  more  chronic  types  of  ailment  commonly  found  in  the  aged 
section  of  the  community.  The  difficulty  in  affording  residential 
treatment  for  these  cases  is  no  less  acute  than  in  the  year  1948 
when  che  Hospital  Boards  were  set  up  to  administer  all  types  of 
hospital.  Likewise  the  Institutional  provision  for  infirm  aged 
persons  is  inadequate.  In  both  types  of  case,  unless  additional  bed 
accommodation  can  be  furnished  a problem  exists  which  will 
undoubtedly  increase  with  the  ever  rising  proportion  of  the  popula- 
tion of  those  over  pensionable  age. 

The  patient  whose  ailmeut  is  such  that  prolonged  nursing 
attention  can  be  provided  through  the  Domiciliary  Nursing  Service 
of  the  Local  Health  Authorities  presents  no  great  problem  as  a rule, 
and  so  long  as  other  members  of  the  family  can  attend  to  his  needs 
between  the  times  of  visits  by  the  nurse.  So  also  can  the  needs  of 
the  aged  and  infirm  be  partly  relieved  by  the  assistance  given  by 
the  Domestic  Help  Service.  But  a proportion  of  both  types  reach 
a stage  in  their  existence  when  their  distress  can  be  relieved  only 
by  the  whole  time  help  obtainable  in  hospital  or  other  institution. 
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SECTION  V. 

This  Section  deals  with  services  transferred  for 
administrative  purposes  on  the  5th  July,  1948,  to  the  Local 
Health  Authority,  i.e.  the  Cheshire  County  Council,  and 
includes  the  services  available  in  Longdendale  and  Tint- 
wistle,  and  of  which  the  day  to  day  administration  is  under 
the  control  of  the  Hyde  Divisional  Health  Committee. 

CARE  OF  MOTHERS  AND  YOUNG  CHILDREN 

GENERAL  CLINICS  AND  WELFARE  CENTRES. 

HYDE  (Parsonage  Street) — These  premises,  are  the  property  of 
the  Hyde  Corporation  and  rented  to  the  County  Council  for  use  as 
an  all  purpose  Clinic. 

While  the  number  of  sessions  devoted  to  the  care  of  mothers 
and  young  children  amount  only  to  three  half-days  per  week,  ser- 
vices administered  by  the  Manchester  Regional  Hospital  Board  are 
provided  upon  eleven  half-days  per  week.  The  accommodation  is 
therefore  utilised  to  its  full  extent. 

The  building  is  of  sound  construction,  no  major  repairs  having 
been  necessary  during  the  year.  The  internal  walls  will  not  require 
decorating  for  two  or  three  years- 

The  number  of  cases  attending  for  whom  services  are  given 
directly  by  the  County  Council  are  recorded  in  Tables  1.  11.  & 111. 
on  pages  28  & 29.  These  numbers,  however,  do  noti  ndicate  to  the 
full  extent  the  amount  of  work  carried  out,  as  the  majority  of  pa- 
tients attending  for  Physiotherapy  treatment  and  Ante-Natal  super- 
vision do  not  come  within  the  scope  of  this  report. 

Upon  occasions,  the  mobile  Blood  Transfusion  service  of  the 
Regional  Hospital  Board  occupy  the  premises. 

A Ladies’  Voluntary  Committee  assists  the  full-time  staff  in 
the  keeping  of  records  and  the  provision  of  tea. 

Supplies  of  infant  foods,  etc,  are  available  for  sale,  for  which 
purpose  a member  of  the  full  time-staff  is  on  duty. 

For  cleaning  and  maintenance  purposes,  a caretaker  occupies 
the  residential  flat  within  the  building. 

HYDE-(Bayley  Hall)  These  premises  form  part  of  the  recent- 
ly built  Bayley  Hall  owned  by  the  Hyde  Corporation  and  situated 
in  Hyde  Public  Park.  The  lay-out  was  arranged  specifically  for 
holding  clinics  originally  once  per  week.  Due  to  the  greater  use  of 
these  premises  two  sessions  per  week  have  become  necessary — a 
Medical  Officer  being  present  once  per  week — for  child  welfare  and 
immunisation  purposes. 

During  the  latter  part  of  the  year,  use  has  been  made  of  these 
premises  for  the  purpose  of  holding  tuition  towards  the  correction 
of  defects  in  speech,  a speech  therapist  attending  upon  two  days 
oach  week  for  treating  cases  referred  by  doctors  and  school  teachers 
in  the  Hyde,  Stalybridge,  and  Dukinfield  areas. 
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A section  of  the  Ladies’  Voluntary  Committee  assists  the 
Health  Visitors,  and  a store  of  infant  foods  is  maintained  by  a 
member  of  the  clerical  staff. 

Cleaning  and  general  maintenance  is  undertaken  by  a member 
of  the  staff  of  the  Parks  Superintendent. 

HOLLINGWORTH  —This  Clinic  was  transferred  from  St, 
Mary’s  School  to  the  newly-adapted  premises  in  Wedneshough 
Green  on  the  21st  June,  195.1. 

The  building,  which  was  erected  as  a Decontamination  Centre 
during  the  last  war.  required  only  a moderate  amount  of  internal 
partitioning  to  provide  facilities  for  School  Medical,  Ante-Natal, 
and  Immunisation  purposes,  in  addition  to  the  Child  Welfare 
Sessions  previously  held  in  St.  Mary’s  School. 

Accommodation  is  also  provided  for  the  storage  of  infant  foods, 
etc.,  and  for  the  purpose  as  a loan  store  for  the  nursing  requisites 
previously  accommodated  at  the  Hollingworth  Council  Offices. 

It  is  anticipated  that  further  improvements  to  the  pram  shelter 
will,  at  an  early  date,  be  made. 

TINTWISTLE — This  Clinic  is  held  on  the  2nd  and  4th  Thurs- 
day of  each  month.  The  staff  consists  of  a Local  Medical  Pract- 
itioner and  a Health  Visitor. 

Members  of  the  Local  Ladies’  Voluntary  Committee  assist  by 
providing  teas,  in  the  sale  of  infant  foods,  and  clerical  duties. 

BROADBOTTOM — The  Clinic  is  located  in  the  Methodist 
Church  School.  Sessions  have  been  held  on  the  1st  and  3rd  Wed- 
nesday of  each  month  during  1951. 

The  staff  consists  of  a Local  Medical  Practitioner  and  a Health 
Visitor,  who  are  assisted  by  a Local  Ladies’  Voluntary  Committee 
as  in  the  case  of  Hollingworth  and  Tintwistle  Clinics. 

The  following  figures  indicate  the  number  of  young  children 
dealt  with  during  the  year,  including  comparative  figures  of  the 
average  attendance  with  those  for  the  past  two  years. 

Table  Ia,  (Children). 


No.  of 

Total 

Average 

sessions 

New 

Attend- 

Seen by 

Attend. 

held. 

Cases. 

ances. 

Doctor. 

’49 

’50 

51 

Hyde  (Parsonage  St.)  103 

254 

6432 

1105 

74 

64 

62 

Hyde  (Bayley  Hall) 

99 

163 

4313 

483 

43 

41 

44 

Hollingworth 

24 

64 

1706 

253 

48 

72 

71 

Tintwistle 

24 

24 

465 

129 

28 

24 

19 

Broadbottom 

24 

24 

771 

195 

35 

35 

32 
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Table  Ib,  (Mothers). 

No.  of  sessions 
held. 

Parsonage  St. 

(ante-natal) 

48 

(post-natal) 

Dental 

(ante-natal) 

(post-natal) 


Total  Seen  by 
New  Cases.  Attendances.  Doctor. 

44  ...  195  ...  195 


5 ... 

9 ... 

9 

13  ... 

20  ... 

20 

17  ... 

58  ... 

58 

SPECIALISED  CLINICS 

A Paediatrician  attended  upon  one  session  per  month  and  an 
Orthopaedic  Surgeon  attended  once  per  week  at  the  Parsonage 
Street  Clinic  to  whom  cases  were  referred  by  General  Practitioners 
and  Medical  Officers  on  the  staff. 


A Gynaecologist  also  attended  at  Parsonage  Street  Clinic  once 
per  week  for  cases  referred  for  Ante- Natal  supervision. 

Ophthalmic  and  Dental  oases  are  referred  to  the  Clinic  premises 
in  the  Reform  Club  each  week. 


TABLE  II..  Number  of  Total  Seen  by 

sessions  New  Cases.  Attendances.  Doctor. 


Paediatric 

9 

• • • 1 0 • • • 

24  ... 

24 

Orthopaedic 

(Hospital  Clinic) 

48 

• • * KJ  -L  • • • 

165 

Gynaecological 
(Hospital  Clinic) 

51 

...  *276  ... 

552  ... 

276 

Ultra  Violet  Ray 

96 

75 

759  ... 

40 

Ophthalmic 

46 

11 

15  ... 

15 

Dental 

— 

63 

99 

99 

* Hyde  Residents  only,  who  comprise  approximately  two-thirds  of  the 

total  cases  who  attended. 

Table  III.  welfare  foods 

Proprietary  Milk  Poods.  Other  Nourishments. 
Packets.  Total  Sales.  Total  Sales. 

Hyde  (Parsonage  St.)  4923  £544-  4-  8 £152-  7-  9 

Hyde  (Bayley  Hall)  4472  £481-13-  8 £148-17-  5 

Other  Clinics  (Supplied  by  Voluntary  Committees  — 

amounts  not  available.) 
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VISITING  IN  THE  HOMES. 

The  present  establishment  of  Health  Visitors  for  the  Division 
is  five  in  number.  In  addition  to  attendance  at  the  various  Clinics, 
these  nurses  form  a very  important  link  between  the  patient  and 
other  sections  of  the  general  health  services.  Their  duties  under  the 
National  Health  Act  have  extended  materially  by  the  inclusion  of 
home  visiting  of  cases  coming  under  the  categories  of  Tuberculosis, 
Mental  ill-health,  the  Aged  and  Infirm,  and  other  physically  handi- 
capped persons,  as  well  as  the  duties  previously  undertaken  under 
child  welfare. 

The  figures  contained  in  the  following  table  cover  only  their 
work  for  which  this  committee  is  responsible  and  can  be  estimated 
at  approximately  75%  of  their  full  duties.  In  their  capacity  of 
School  Nurses  they,  in  addition,  are  responsible  for  the  home 
visiting  of  ailing  school  children,  cleanliness  inspections,  clinic  treat- 
ment of  scholars,  and  liaison  with  other  officials  responsible  to  the 
Divisional  Education  Executive. 


T^ble  IV. 

VISITS  TO 

THE 

HOMES. 

Children 

Re 

Care 

Mothers 

Under 

Children 

*Other  Home 

Mental 

of  the 

Ante-Natal 

1 year 

1-5  years 

Visits 

Helps 

T.B. 

Cases 

Aged 

Hyde 

164 

2769 

4633 

383 

234 

410 

19 

379 

Other 

201 

1231 

1950 

60 

40 

73 

— 

42 

1951 

365 

4000 

6583 

443 

274 

483 

19 

421 

Total 

1950 

292 

4476 

5640 

418 

177 

409 

47 

115 

*Includes  Infant  Deaths,  Stillbirths  and  visits  to  School  Children 

FACTORY  NURSERIES 

Two  Industrial  Day  Nurseries  in  the  Division  have  received 
supervisory  attention  by  the  Divisional  Medical  Officer,  and  the 
children  have  been  medically  inspected  by  the  Assistant  County 
School  Medical  Officer. 

DOMICILIARY  NURSING  SERVICE8 

For  the  Hyde  area  two  full-time  nurses  reside  at  17  Henry 
Street,  Hyde — property  previously  owned  by  the  Hyde  District 
Nursing  Association,  and  at  present  in  the  process  of  trans- 
ference to  the  County  Council.  The  living  conditions  are  good  and 
there  is  adequate  room  for  the  storage  of  nursing  equipment  for 
issue  on  terms  of  loan  to  patients. 

Tho  long  awaited  completion  of  structural  alterations  has 
materially  affected  the  prospect  of  having  internal  decorations 
carried  out.  This  committee,  having  approved  an  estimate  for 
internal  decorations  in  November  1950,  has  found  it  necessary  to 
review  the  position  in  view  of  increased  costs  of  such  work  in  gen- 
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eral,  owing  to  the  lapse  of  time  in  waiting  for  the  alterations  to  be 
completed.  New  tenders,  in  consequence,  were  invited  which  indi- 
cate that  the  cost  of  decorations  will  now  amount  to  double  the 
original  and  in  view  of  the  request  recently  made  by  the  Oounty 
Council  that  such  types  of  work  should  be  curtailed  or  deferred  for 
reasons  of  economy,  still  further  delay  may  be  encountered. 

The  costly  item  being  incurred  in  payment  of  rental  should 
now  be  reviewed  and  the  building,  as  now  finally  partitioned,  pass 
to  the  owership  of  the  County  Council. 

The  two  full-time  nurses  accommodated  in  these  premises 
are  assisted  by  two  part-time  non-resident  nurses  in  serving  the 
needs  of  sick  persons  in  their  own  homes. 

Two  full-time  nurses,  residing  in  their  own  homes,  cover 
similar  requirements  in  the  Longdendale  and  Tintwistle  areas. 

The  number  (with  comparative  figures  for  1950)  of  cases 
attended  by  the  District  Nursing  Service  of  the  Division  are  as 
under  * — 


Cases 


Total  Visits 


Hyde  414  (337) 

Mottram  and  Broadbottom  172  (218) 

Hollingworth  and  Tintwistle  97  ( 93) 


8,947  (9,439) 

2,665  (2,583) 

2,574  (2,744) 


Total 


683  (648)  ... 


14,186  (14,766) 


PROVI8ION  OF  NURSING  REQUISITES. 

Patients  who  require  nursing  in  their  own  homes  by  the 
Domiciliary  Nurses  (previously  District  or  Queen’s  Nurses  employed 
by  the  various  District  Nursing  Associations)  can  be  provided  with 
the  usual  requisites  on  a loan  basis.  Such  articles  as  bed-pans, 
crutches,  wheel-chairs,  etc., are  stored  at  the  house  provided  for  the 
resident  nurses  in  Hyde.  A small  returnable  deposit  enables  most 
articles  to  be  obtained  and  only  in  the  case  of  wheel-chairs,  beds 
and  the  more  expensive  articles  is  a small  weekly  charge  made  in 
addition  to  the  deposit. 

The  following  items  of  these  requisites  have  been  issued  during 


year  from  this 

store. 

Air-  rings 

68 

Wheel-chairs 

16 

Rubber  Sheets 

26 

Hot  Water  Bottles 

13 

Bed-pans 

41 

Crutches 

8 

Back-rests 

25 

Bed  Cradles 

T 

Urinals 

19 

Others 

7 

The  sum  due  for  rentals  of  equipment  amounted  to 

£11.4.6d. 

of  which  £3.3.0-  was  still  outstanding  at  the  end  of  the  year. 
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In  the  case  of  Mottram  and  Broadbottom  areas,  two  small 
stores  are  kept  in  private  houses  for  which  a rental  of  10/-  per 
annum  is  paid  to  the  occupants. 

For  cases  in  Hollingworth  and  Tintwistle,  the  nursing  equip- 
ment is  stored  at  the  Council  Offices,  Albion  Lodge,  and  in  the  new 
Hollingworth  Clinic  premises. 


NURSES*  RESIDENCE— SHAW  HALL. 

This  house  has  been  kept  in  a good  state  of  repair,  internal 
decorations  having  been  completed  during  the  year, 

One  midwife  occupies  the  unfurnished  flat — the  furnished 
ground  floor  being  vacant  and  available  for  a replacement  Health 
Visitor.  During  a short  period,  temporary  accommodation  was 
afforded  to  a Health  Visitor  on  the  staff  of  the  Stalybridge  and 
Dukinfield  Division. 


VACCINATION  AND  IMMUNISATION 

The  number  of  primary  vaccinations  carried  out  remains  at  a 
dangerously  low  level,  only  91  having  been  recorded  during  the 
year  in  a community  where  534  children  were  born.  Thus  only 
approximately  16%  of  them  have  been  protected  by  this  means. 

Whilst  Smallpox  is  a disease  not  now  normally  present  in  this 
country,  importation  of  infection  from  abroad  is  becoming  a greater 
danger  to  inland  areas  by  the  growth  in  number  of  airtravel  ports 
than  was  the  case  when  ocean-travel  rendered  it  necessary  for  only 
sea-port  authorities  to  be  vigilant.  These  were  the  danger  areas 
where  any  cases  discovered  were  isolated  before  penetrating  the 
interior  of  the  country. 

In  the  case  of  Diphtheria  and  Whooping  Cough,  the  position 
is  different  in  that  both  are  still  prevalent,  although  to  a less  extent 
in  recent  years.  The  campaign  to  set  up  a solid  state  of  protection 
in  every  child  must  continue  until,  like  Smallpox,  these  infections 
have  also  been  banished  from  this  country.  Any  relaxation  of 
immunisation  must  therefore  not  be  permitted  if  possible. 

Whether  or  not  there  is  justification  for  the  suspension  of 
immunisation  during  periods  when  Polio-myelitis  is  prevalent  rem- 
ains yet  to  be  proved,  as  this  action  tends  to  provide  scares,  which 
in  consequence,  can  easily  lead  to  a general  apathetic  state  in  the 
minds  of  parents  to  take  advantage  in  obtaining  a protection  for 
their  children,  one  of  the  most  striking  examples  of  progress  provi- 
ded by  preventive  medicine. 
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Primary  Immunisation  Treatments. 


Drs.  Surgery 

Re-inforcing 

Clinics. 

or  homes 

Treatments 

(a)  Diphtheria 

260 

...  79 

461 

(b)  Whooping  Cough 

44 

31 

— 

(c)  Combined  (a)  & (b) 

30 

34 

— 

(d)  Primary  Vaccination 

91 

— 

(e)  Re-Vaccination 

32 

— 

DOMESTIC  HELP  SERVICE. 

The  number  of  Domestic  Helps  engaged  in  the  Division  as 
at  the  3lst  December,  1951  was  1 full-time  (permanent)  and  5 
part-time  (temporary).  The  proportion  of  full-time  to  part-time 
members  has  varied  between  5 and  8 at  different  periods  during 
the  year,  according  to  their  availability  and  to  the  demand  for 
assistance.  Every  endeavour  is  now  being  made  to  keep  the 
proportion  of  full-time  helps  to  others  as  low  as  possible,  in 
view  of  the  rising  costs  in  this  service. 

The  number  and  type  of  cases  who  received  domestic  assist- 
ance, along  with  the  comparative  figures  for  the  previous  year 
^indicated  in  brackets),  are  as  follows  : — 


Full-day. 

Maternity  Cases  7 ( 8) 

Aged  and  Infirm  Cases  3 ( — ) 

Sickness  Cases  — (2) 


Part-day.  Total. 

6(1)  13  ( 9) 

64  (29)  67  (29) 

19  (22)  19  (24) 


10  (10)  89  (52)  99  (62) 


The  number  of  hours  worked  by  the  Domestic  Help  Staff 
was  6481J  (5553f).  These  figures  apart  from  revealing  an 
increase  in  the  total  number  of  cases,  show  a marked  trend 
for  the  greater  need  of  Aged  and  Infirm  cases,  with  in  consequece, 
a reduction  in  income.  This  is  due  to  the  low  assessment  in  the 
cases  of  the  Aged  and  Infirm  most  of  whom  depend  mainly  upon 
Old  Age  Pensions,  and  consequently  are  liable  to  pay  only  an 
infinitessimal  proportion  of  the  actual  cost. 

'CONVALESCENT  HOME  TREATMENT. 

During  the  year,  11  persons  received  convalescent  treatment 
under  the  County  Scheme  in  Homes  at  Grange-over-Sands, 
Abergele,  Scarborough,  Poulton,  Chathill,  St.  Annes.  The  cost 
of  such  accommodation  amounted  to  £82.5. 8d.  towards  which 
;£T8.6.4d.  was  paid  by  the  patients  and  the  National  Assistance 
Hoard. 
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PREVENTION  OF  t LLNES8,  CARE  AND  AFTER-CARE 


TUBERCULOSIS. 

While  the  Consultant  Chest  Physicians  carry  out  the  major 
part  of  their  duties  at  the  Chest  Clinics  administered  by  the  Hosp- 
ital Boards,  part  of  their  time  is  allocated  to  the  Local  Health 
Authorities,  thereby  ensuring  some  degree  of  co-ordination  between 
these  two  sections  of  the  service.  This  form  of  set-up  allows  scope 
for  co-ordination  between  the  officials  of  both  types  of  Authority. 
During  the  year,  this  liaison  has  extended  to  a greater  degree  then 
previously,  and  certainly  at  officer  level  there  has  grown  a mutual 
desire  to  provide  a better  service  which  it  is  hoped  will  set  the 
wheels  moving  at  a faster  speed  towards  the  eradication  of  this 
infectious  disease. 

Much  assistance  has  been  rendered  through  the  good  relation- 
ship which  has  been  maintained  between  the  housing  and  medical 
departments  of  the  Borough  Council,  thus  enabling  suitable  tuber- 
culous cases  to  obtain  living  conditions  of  modern  standards  in  more 
open  sites  - an  essential  feature  of  any  effort  towards  the  lasting 
recovery  of  the  patient  and  the  prevention  of  the  disease  from 
spreading  to  others. 

Upon  the  preventive  aspect  also  mustb  e mentioned  the  extended 
facilities  now  in  being  given  for  the  protection  of  child  contacts  of 
patients  by  B.C.G  inoculation  at  the  Local  Chest  Clinic,  and  a 
return  visit  of  the  Mass  X-ray  Unit  for  the  early  detection  of  the 
disease  among  any  members  of  the  community  who  offer  themselves 
for  examination. 

These  measures  having  advanced  to  a greater  degree  during 
1951  have  necessarily  thrown  an  increased  amount  of  work  upon 
the  Health  Visitors  in  the  home-visiting  of  cases  and  upon  the 
clerical  members  of  a staff  fully  occupied  to  a point  of  strain  at 
times  to  meet  the  demands  of  a health  service  now  developing  at 
a greater  pace. 

The  revision  of  all  cases  recorded  in  the  Tuberculosis  Begister 
may  well  now  be  considered  complete,  and  the  reduction  from  241 
cases  in  1949  to  the  present  figure  of  190  reveals  a more  reliable 
estimate  of  the  Tubercular  state  of  this  Division  than  was  the  case 
previously. 

The  numbers  recorded  in  the  register  on  the  3112/51  were  as 
under!  - 

Males  Females  Total 

Pulm.  Non-pulm.  Pulm.  Non-pulm. 

Hyde  67  ...  17  ...  57  ...  22  ...  163 

Longdendale  9 ...  5 ...  5 ...  7 ...  26 

Tintwistle  1 ...  — ...  - — ...  — ...  1 


22  ...  62 


77 
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29  ...  190 


«ARE  OF  THE  AGED. 

Sustained  efforts  have  been  made  to  obtain  information  regard- 
ing the  extent  of  the  problem  of  affording  a greater  degree  of  care 
for  that  ageing  section  of  the  community  who,  by  wish  or  necessity, 
have  to  live  alone  or  need  practical  help  to  maintain  themselves  in 
their  own  homes. 

The  approach  to  the  problem  was  made  by  the  inducement  of 
public-spirited  persons  to  carry  out  a survey  of  the  town  in  sections, 
based  upon  places  of  religious  worship,  and  in  collaboration  with 
the  Borough  of  Hyde  Welfare  Committee,  who,  without  such  assis- 
tance, could  not  be  expected  to  cover  the  ground. 

This  voluntary  Home  Visitation  Sub-Committee  has  done  a 
great  deal  of  spade  work  throughout  the  year  as  it  would  appear 
from  their  efforts  that  cases  beyond  care  when  discovered  are  be- 
coming a rarity,  whereas  a constant  flow  of  other  names  have  come 
to  the  knowledge  of  the  officals  who  can  provide  the  particular  type 
of  assistance  required,  whether  it  be  of  a financial,  nursing  or 
domestic  nature. 

A register  of  all  known  actual  or  potential  cases  of  this  nature 
i8  maintained  in  the  Department,  and  contains  451  names. 

The  efforts  made  in  this  voluntary  service  by  members  of  the 
Hyde  Welfare  Committee  and  especially  by  those  who  undertook 
this  particular  work  must  be  noted  with  much  satisfaction  and 
appreciation. 

MENTAL  HEALTH. 

The  Duly  Authorised  Officer  has  carried  out  the  majority  of 
duties  in  connection  with  Mental  Health. 

He  has  investigated  45  cases  referred  to  him  on  mental  grounds 
26  of  whom  were  admitted  to  mental  hospitals  and  10  for  treat- 
ment at  out-patient  clinics  (for  the  less  severe  types  of  mental  illness) 
of  which  greater  use  is  now  being  made  in  order  to  relieve  hospital 
bed  accommodation. 

Regular  visits  have  also  been  paid  by  him  to  male  mental 
defectives  in  their  own  homes. 

With  the  continued  inadequacy  of  institutional  and  hospital 
bed  accommodation,  his  assistance  has  frequently  been  requested 
in  obtaining  a bed  in  urgent  cases.  By  his  good  efforts  and  relat- 
ionship with  the  Hospital  Authority  he  has  succeeded  where  other 
members  of  the  Health  Service  have  failed  in  arranging  on  behalf 
of  the  general  practitioners  for  the  admission  of  25  Chronic  Sick 
cases  to  hospitals  and  6 to  Institutional  Accommodation  on  behalf 
of  the  County  Welfare  Officer. 

He  has  also  been  instrumental  in  obtaining  payment  of  out- 
standing arrears  for  the  services  of  Home  Helps. 
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AMBULANCE  8ERVICE 


The  Hyde  Division  of  the  Cheshire  County  Ambulance  Service 
operates  in  the  areas  of  Hyde,  Dukinfield,  Longendale,  Bredbury 
and  Romiley  and  serves  a population  approaching  70,000  persons, 
with  a vehicle  establishment  of  5 ambulances  and  1 sitting-case 
car,  and  personnel  of  1 Supervisor,  1 Clerk/Attendant,  1 Driver 
Mechanic,  3 Attendants  and  10  Drivers. 

Two  additional  ambulances  are  maintained  on  the  Civil  Defence 
Reserve,  one  of  which  is  based  at  the  Hyde  Borough  Hospital  and 
used  only  for  the  transport  of  Infectious  cases.  The  Driver  is 
employed  part-time  by  the  Regional  Hospital  Board  as  a Porter 
and  by  the  Cheshire  County  Council  as  an  Ambulance  Driver. 

During  1951,  the  ambulances  and  car  made  9,813  journeys  and 
conveyed  17,081  persons  a total  distance  of  97,943  miles. 


TABLE  (a)  AMBULANCE  JOURNEYS 

Local  Authority  Journeys 

Hyde  48G3 

Dukinfield  2336 

Bredbury  and  Romiley...  3 373 

Longdendale  879 

*Tintwistle  1 

Stalybridge  3 

I.D.  Cases 346 

Ashton  Glossop 

Stockport  & Denton  12 


Total  1951...  9813 

1950  (10212) 


1951. 


Patients 

*Emergencies 

Mileage 

9094 

1196 

43578 

4289 

441 

18177 

2033 

323 

18755 

1151 

99 

10024 

1 

— 

8 

3 

3 

42 

498 

— 

7434 

12 

8 

125 

17081 

2070 

97943 

(19055) 

(1970) 

(100033) 

*The  part  of  the  Division  comprising  the  R.D.C.  of  Tintwistle 
is  at  present  being  served  in  the  main  by  the  vehicles  attached  to 
the  Stalybridge  and  Dukinfield  Division. 

The  following  figures  relate  to  the  work  undertaken  by  these 
vehicles.' - 


Journeys  Patients  Emergencies  Mileage 

179  179  — 2997 


Emergency  cases  comprise  road,  industrial  and  home  accidentsr 
sudden  illness,  maternity  and  other  cases  of  an  urgent  nature  which 
necessitate  immediate  transport  by  ambulance  and  are  included  in 
the  numbers  in  Column  2. 
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Following  the  introduction  of  the  National  Health  Service  in 
July  1948,  the  number  of  persons  transported  by  ambulance  rose 
sharply,  from  9757  in  the  year  1947  to  19055  in  1950,  which  proved 
to  be  the  ‘peak’’  year  as  was  forecast  in  the  last  year’s  report. 

The  need  for  reducing  the  number  of  requests  for  conveying 
cases  who  have  no  legitimate  cause  for  calling  upon  the  service 
when  other  means  of  conveyance  would  suffice  has  constantly  been 
the  concern  of  the  Committee,  and  every  effort  has  been  made  to 
achieve  this. 

During  the  latter  part  of  the  year  recommendations  made  to 
this  end  by  the  Minister  of  Health  were  circulated  to  all  Hospitals 
and  general  practitioners.  This  action  has  materially  added  effec- 
tive measures  to  those  undertaken  locally. 

While  requests  by  the  majority  of  hospitals  for  the  use  of  ambu- 
lances to  convey  patients  to  their  homes  are  made  by  giving  the 
requisite  degree  of  warning  to  the  depot,  in  one  particular  hospital 
this  regulation  is  rarely  adhered  to,  thereby  preventing  a further 
reduction  in  the  cost  of  the  service. 

The  average  number  of  miles  per  patient  has  risen  from  5.2 
miles  in  1950  to  5.7  in  1951,  which  is  largely  accounted  for  by  the 
“appointments”  system  for  out-patients  and  the  increasing  number 
of  patients  attending  distant  hospitals  for  specialised  treatment. 

The  “appointments”  system  at  hospitals  operates  in  favour  of  the 
patient  by  reducing  waiting  time,  but  adversely  affects  the  Ambul- 
ance Service  by  making  it  necessary  for  ambulances  to  visit  the 
same  areas  several  times  in  one  day  to  pick  up  patients  whose 
appointments  are  for  different  times. 

The  sitting-case  car  is  used  extensively  in  this  Division  for 
the  conveyance  of  persons  certified  as  in  need  of  ambulance  treat- 
ment but  who  do  not  need  to  lie  on  a stretcher.  These  include 
cases  of  minor  injury,  collapse,  maternity,  young  children,  and 
County  Midwives  attending  urgent  calls. 

Records  of  car  cases  are  given  separately  below  although  also 
included  in  Table  (a)  relating  to  ambulance  and  car  journeys  on 
the  preceding  page:- 

TABLE  (b)  SITTING)  CASE  CAR  JOURNEYS,  1951. 


Local  Authority 

Journeys 

Patients 

Emergencies 

Mileage 

Hyde  

..  980 

1276 

237 

8804 

Dukinfield  

..  302 

362 

37 

3497 

Bredbury  and  Romiley. 

..  325 

409 

11 

4558 

Longdendale  

177 

225 

— 

2369 

Denton  

1 

1 

— 

6 

Total...  1785 

2273 

285 

19234 
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Arrangements  were  made  during  the  year  for  the  long-distanc6 
transport  of  19  patients  by  ambulance-train-ambulance  for  a tota^ 
distance  of  1878  miles,  to  London,  Ulverston,  Derby,  Ilkley,  etc. 
This  system  is  advantageous  to  both  the  patient  and  Ambulance 
Service,  ensuring  a faster  and  more  comfortable  journey  for  the 
patient  and  leaving  ambulances  and  men  available  for  other  duty 
within  the  Division. 

A much  needed  improvement  has  been  made  in  the  heating 
system  at  the  Ambulance  Station  by  the  acquisition  of  a new  type 
of  slow  combustion  stove,  costing  £23  O.Od.,  and  which,  it  is 
expected,  will  show  an  appreciable  fuel  economy. 

One  ambulance  originally  licensed  in  1938,  was  completely 
renovated  and  repainted  during  the  year. 

The  attention  of  the  Regional  Hospital  Board  has  been  drawn 
to  the  bad  state  of  the  road  surface  on  a section  of  Fountain  street, 
Ashton,  at  the  South-eastern  approach  to  Lake  Hospital,  but  so  far 
without  good  result.  Meanwhile,  the  alternative  longer  route  must 
continue  to  be  used  for  Ambulances  coming  from  the  North-east 
part  of  Cheshire  to  convey  patients  to  and  from  this  hospital. 

Following  collaboration  at  officer  level  within  the  County,  new 
regulations  governing  the  operation  of  the  service  were  issued  by 
the  Cheshire  County  Council  for  compliance  by  personnel  employed 
within  this  service. 
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SECTION  VI. 


THE  HEALTH  OF  THE  SCHOOL  CHILD. 

The  following  particulars  relate  to  various  aspects  of  the  examination 
of  the  school  children  and  give  only  those  which  are  of  a general  character. 
The  figures  relate  to  children  within  the  Borough  only  and  exclude  Long- 
dendale  and  Tintwistle. 


The  number  of  children  on  the  registers  on  31/12/51,  Sen- 
iors, Juniors,  Infants  

„ ,,  ,,  ,,  examined  as  age  groups — Seniors 

454,  Juniors  507,  Infants  737... 

„ ,,  ,,  ,,  examined  as  specials  

„ „ „ „ re-inspected 

f,  ,,  ,,  ,,  of  excellent  nutrition  

,,  ,,  ,,  ,,  normal  or  nearly  normal 

Jf  ,,  ,,  ,,  badly  nourished  

,,  ,,  ,,  ,,  of  those  examined  who  required 

medical  treatment  

„ ,,  ,,  ,,  of  those  examined  who  require 

further  observation 


The  number  of  children  found  to  require  spectacles 

t,  ,,  ,,  ,,  examined  for  spectacles  (including 

re  examination  at  Clinics) 

„ ,,  ,,  ,,  who  received  Orthopaedic  treat- 
ment   

,,  ,,  ,,  ,,  who  received  U-V.  Bay  treatment 

,,  ,,  „ ,,  examined  by  the  School  Dentist 

in  schools 

,,  ,,  ,,  ,,  found  to  require  treatment 

,,  ,,  ,,  ,,  treated  in  clinic  

,,  ,,  ,,  ,,  treated  under  a general  anaesthetic 

,,  ,,  ,,  ,,  attendances  at  Dental  Clinic 

,,  ,,  ,,  ,,  examined  by  School  Nurses  for 

uncleanliness  

,,  ,,  ,,  ,,  found  to  be  verminous  

,,  ,,  ,,  cases  treated  at  the  School  Clinic  

,,  ,,  ,,  attendances  by  the  above  cases  

„ ,,  ,,  examinations  by  Medical  Officer  in  Clinic 

,,  ,,  ,,  re-examinations  by  ,,  ,,  ,,  ,, 

Visits  to  parents  by  School  Nurses  re 
children 


Total. 


4443 

1698 

42 

408 
22.91% 
74.56% 

2.53% 

11.84% 

18.14% 

133 

312 

145 

40 

4264 

1613 

1518 

318 

3464 

6525 

5.3% 

1098 

3593 

855 

409 

256 
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